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This research entitled “An Analysis of Types of Speech Acts in Whiplash by Damien 
Chazelle” was done in order to find out speech acts in the movie “Whiplash” and their 
functions. This research is in qualitative form and used descriptive method. The source of 
the data was the dialogue transcript of the movie. “Whiplash” was a one hour and forty 
minutes movie written and directed by Damien Chazelle. It is about Andrew Neiman, a 
student wanting to become a great jazz drummer faced with a killer teacher, Terrence 
Fletcher. The data was in form of words, phrases and sentences uttered by the main 
characters, being Andrew and Fletcher. The technique is content analysis. The context of 
each data was explained using S.P.E.A.K.I.N.G. technique and given after describing the 
speech acts. After the analysis, it was found that there are speech acts such as declarations, 
representatives, expressive, directives, and commissive. Declaration was uttered 7 times, 
representatives 30 times, expressive 27 times, directives, being the highest, 125 times, and 
commissive 6 times. Hopefully the result of this research can be useful for the readers. For 
students, hopefully, this research can be used as references for next research with different 
aspects. 
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INTRODUCTION 
Language is a property exclusive to 
humankind. They use it to communicate with 
each other in order to exchange information. 
Most, if not all non-human species can also 
exchange information, but none of them do it 
like human. People use language to express 
their feelings, explicitly and implicitly. 
Sometimes, what is uttered is has more to it. 
Getting to know the meaning is a crucial thing 
in order to communicate successfully.  
English language is one of the most 
spoken languages in the world, and to non-
English speakers, speakers who do not speak 
English as their first language. According to 
Denison (2008), in 2006, about 400 million 
people that use English as their second 
language. Additionally, he also mentions 
around 600 - 700 million people use English 
as a foreign language. One of many 
difficulties faced by non-native speakers is 
that the difficulty of understanding the 
meaning of what the native speakers are 
saying and what they actually mean. A study 
of speaker’s meaning is called pragmatics 
(Yule, 2006). 
Due to the difficulty of understanding the 
context, a miscommunication is bound to 
happen, and in order to avoid this, listener 
must understand what the speaker is saying, 
and in order to understand the study of 
pragmatics is needed. According to Fotion 
(1995), Pragmatics is the study of language 
which focuses attention on the users and the 
context of language use rather than on 
reference, truth, or grammar. Pragmatics is the 
study of the aspects of meaning and language 
use that are dependent on the speaker, 
the addressee and other features of the context 
of utterance. Speech acts is included in the 
study of Pragmatics. 
Speech acts is one of pragmatic fields. It 
shows a human activity in a language and 
pragmatics studies the way people act through 
their speech. Speech act theory puts stress on 
the use of language. Speech act is the act of 
doing something, and the study of speech act 
1 
 
studies how someone expresses something 
like promising, thanking, requesting, 
apologizing. It means that when someone tells 
something, the listener also does something. 
Bach (1994) states that almost any speech act 
is really the performance of several acts at 
once, distinguished by different aspects of the 
speaker's intention: there is the act of saying 
something, what one does in saying it, such as 
requesting or promising, and how one is trying 
to affect one's audience.  
Basically, speech act is the act of saying 
something with an implied meaning aimed to 
make the listener do something. Throughout 
life, speech acts are bound to be uttered. 
Austin (cited in Isnawati, 2015) said that 
locutionary act, illocutionary act, and 
perlocutionary act are the three different acts 
that a speaker may use when uttering a 
sentence. However, not everyone, especially 
EFL speakers, who utter speech act knows 
what they utter is speech acts, and not only in 
daily communication, speech acts are also 
uttered in many literary works.  
In this paper, the writer aimed to analyze 
speech acts that is being said by the main 
characters in a movie dialogue. The writer is 
focusing more on the type of speech acts that 
is uttered by the main characters, whether the 
speech acts spoken are categorized into 
Declarations, Representatives, Expressive, 
Directives, or Commissive and also 
determining the function of the spoken speech 
act. Declaration are speech acts that involve 
promoting and/or demoting someone, 
changing their status or current position. 
Representative are speech acts that involve 
opinions, arguments, or facts that someone 
believed to be the case. Expressive are speech 
acts that expresses emotions such as 
apologies. Directives are speech acts that 
make the listener do something, it could be 
orders, commands, requests, asks. 
Commissive are speech acts that make the 
speaker do something in the future such as 
promises. The reason why the writer is 
interested in analyzing speech acts in a movie 
is because of how language in a movie is 
sometimes, if not most, different than normal 
daily conversation.  
However, in a normal conversation or a 
movie dialogue speech act is there. And 
people love movie, they love watching movies 
but did not realize that there are pragmatics in 
the dialogue of the movie that is being 
watched. Hopefully this research will raise the 
awareness of that. And noticing how 
interesting a movie could be, it should be used 
as teaching media by teachers in order to 
attract students to learn English language. The 
writer would also love to help fellow students 
of English Study Program to use this research 
as a reference for their research, or as an 
inspiration of teaching material and media. 
Hopefully this research can help and be used 
as a reference when making a research 
regarding to speech acts or movie analysis. 
Mankind has been telling stories before 
they can even write. Through different forms 
of stories from drawing in caves, to novels, 
plays, songs, operas, the urge to tell stories has 
never been satiated, nor the desire to listen to 
one. A film, or movie, is but one of many 
forms of storytelling that has been invented. A 
movie is a media which interest all sorts of 
people. It contains cultural element, moral 
message, educations, lifestyles, politics, and 
history. The word "movie" was originally 
short for "moving pictures", which was how 
motion pictures were popularly referred to at 
the start of the 20th century. Monaco (2009) 
has said that a movie is not clearly follow a 
language system of English, but it does show 
the same language function. So, not every 
conversation in a movie is grammatical or 
understandable. There are some parts of 
movie’s dialogue that the audience, especially 
audience that is foreign to the language, 
cannot be interpreted or there is a 
misunderstanding with the meaning.  
In this research, the writer used 
descriptive research due to the fact that the 
writer wanted to analyze the use of speech acts 
in a movie dialogue. There are several similar 
researches done about speech acts analysis. 
First, a research done by Listiana in 2012. Her 
research was focused on analyzing the types 
of speech acts uttered in the film “The Help”. 
Another similar speech acts analysis research 
was also done in 2017 by Cici Nur Indah Sari 
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and Tuyami. Their research is focused on 
finding types of speech acts uttered in the 
novel “The Prince and The Pauper” by Mark 
Twain. The research done by Sari and Tuyami 
in 2017 found that In Mark Twain’s novel, 
The Prince and the Pauper there are a lot of 
conversation which contain of two speech 
acts; locution and illocutionary acts. A Speech 
acts analysis in movie is also done by Fitria in 
2015. She analysed the movie Doraemon 
“Stand by Me”, analysing the English subtitle 
of the movie due to the movie using Japanese 
language. In her research, she found that the 
movie is dominated with speech acts 
utterances, showing that how often speech 
acts uttered.  Meanwhile, in this research, the 
writer focused on analyzing types and 
functions of speech acts in a movie dialogue. 
As previously mentioned, in this 
research, the writer focused on speech acts 
that is uttered by the main characters in 
Whiplash. The writer analyzed whether the 
speech acts spoken is a declaration, 
representative, expressive, directive, or 
commissive speech act and determine the 
function of the speech acts spoken. Whiplash 
is a 2014 American drama film written and 
directed by Damien Chazelle. It depicts the 
relationship between an ambitious jazz 
student and an abusive instructor. It is an 
interesting and underrated movie because of 
how motivational and relatable it is, how 
people have perfectionist person in their life 
that instead of teaching, lifting, and 
motivating, they instead ruthlessly shove their 
perfect vision so much and destroying their 
students in the process. 
Based on the explanation above, the 
writer conducted this research about speech 
acts which entitled “An Analysis of Speech 
Acts In “Whiplash” Movie’s Dialogue by 
Damien Chazelle”
METHODOLOGY
In this research, the writer used 
descriptive research in which the purpose is to 
find out the speech acts in the main characters 
dialogue. The writer chose descriptive 
research, more specifically, content analysis 
qualitative research because this research 
describes not only the speech acts found in the 
dialogue, but also the type of speech acts 
found and how they are used. This research 
also analyzed the content, in this case the 
movie “Whiplash” dialogue. 
According to Manuel and Medel (1998), 
descriptive research involves the description, 
recording, analysis, and interpretation of the 
present nature, composition or processes of 
phenomena. In analyzing the speech acts 
uttered by the main characters of “Whiplash”, 
the writer used an objective approach to 
describe and analyze the movie. It helped the 
writer to be more focused in the research. This 
approach tries to study the literary works itself 
without relating to the author’s life, 
background of society or work. The object of 
study of this research is the dialogue script of 
the movie “Whiplash” written by Damien 
Chazelle, a one hour and forty-six minutes 
film aired in theaters back in 2014. The 
discussion of this research is focused on the 
speech acts uttered by the main characters of 
the story. The tools that were used in this 
research are the types of illocution speech acts 
provided by Searle (1979), those are: 
Declarations, Representatives, Expressive, 
Directives, and Commissive. Other than that, 
the writer used transcript made by the writer 
to code each speech act found in the dialogue. 
Data collection is the step needed in order to 
collect the data for analyzing. The data of this 
research were collected from the movie 
“Whiplash” by Damien Chazelle. The data 
were selected on the basis of the purpose of 
the research. The steps of collecting the data 
are as follow: a) Watching and listening to the 
dialogue of the movie “Whiplash” by Damien 
Chazelle. b) Transcribing the data from 
spoken dialogue of Whiplash to writings. c) 
Checking the accuracy of the transcript by 
reading the transcript while re-watching 
“Whiplash”. d) Collecting all the data that has 
speech acts in them by giving each dialogue a 
code. e) Separating the collected speech acts 
data into Declarations, Representatives, 
Expressive, Directives, and Commissive by 
giving the specifying the code with I for 
Declarations, II for Representatives, III for 
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Expressive, IV for Directives, and V for 
commissive. 
The most important part of the research is 
data analysis. The writer has to prove whether 
the analysis done could answer the problems 
or not. It means that it influences the validity 
of the result of the research. To analyze the 
data, some steps were taken by the writer, they 
were: a) Reading the transcript that was 
already made by the writer. b) Analyzing the 
data that based on the speech acts uttered by 
the main characters of “Whiplash” by Damien 
Chazelle. c) Making a table of findings. d) 
Making conclusion, implication, and 
suggestion.  
Reading some references that are already 
mentioned in the bibliography in order to 
enhance the result of the data analysis.
RESULTS AND DISCUSSIONS 
Results 
Throughout the movie, the writer 
managed to find out the speech acts that are 
spoken in the dialogue. The speech acts that 
were found categorized into Declaration, 
Representative, Expressive, Directive, and 
Commissive. The writer provided the data of 
the speech acts in graphic 1. 
 
Figure 1. The total amount of each Speech Acts spoken throughout the dialogue of 
“Whiplash” 
Based on Figure 1, the Declaration speech 
acts was uttered for 7 times. Declaration 
speech act is the kind of speech act that when 
uttered by the speaker that has the power, 
change the position/function of the listener. 
Based on the writer’s observation, the function 
of Declaration for the most part was to promote 
or demote someone. In the transcript, the 
person who uttered Declaration the most was 
Fletcher. Throughout the movie, Fletcher 
uttered 6 Declaration speech acts, while 
Andrew only uttered 1. This was possible 
because of Fletcher’s position as a teacher and 
leader of the Studio Band.  
Representative was uttered for 30 times. 
Representative speech act is the kind of speech 
act that is uttered by the speaker to represent a 
fact from the speaker’s perspective and can be 
evaluated with true or false. Based on the 
writer’s observation, the function of 
Representative for the most part was to state 
one’s opinion during an argument. In the 
transcript, the person who uttered declaration 
the most was Andrew. Throughout the movie, 
Andrew uttered 19 Representative speech acts, 
while Fletcher uttered 11. This happened 
mostly during Andrew’s argumentation with 
Uncle Frank during Dinner and with Fletcher 
at Dunellen Backstage.  
Expressive was uttered for 27 times. 
Expressive speech act is uttered to express the 
speaker’s current emotion when uttering them. 
Based on the writer’s observation, the function 
of Expressive for the most part was showing 
anger. In the transcript, the person who uttered 



































the movie, Andrew uttered 10 Expressive 
speech acts, while Fletcher uttered 17. This 
happened mostly during training Andrew and 
During training all drummers.  
Directive was uttered for 125 times. 
Directive speech act is used to make the 
listener do what the speaker wants them to do. 
Based on the writer’s observation, the function 
of Directive for the most part was to 
order/command. Directive speech acts was the 
most speech acts uttered in the movie. In the 
transcript, the person who uttered directive the 
most was Fletcher. Throughout the movie, 
Andrew uttered only 21 Directive speech acts, 
while Fletcher uttered 104. This is possible 
because of Fletcher’s position as a teacher in 
the band and uttered mostly during each 
teaching session and before the band 
performed.   
Commissive was uttered for 8 times. 
Commissive speech is uttered to express the 
speaker’ commitment to future action such as 
promises and threats and decisions. Based on 
the writer’s observation, the function of 
Commissive in the movie were to refuse, to 
plan, to promise, and to threaten. In the 
transcript, the person who uttered Commissive 
the most was Fletcher. Throughout the movie, 
Andrew uttered 3 Commissive speech acts, 
while Fletcher uttered 5. Fletcher used 
commissive mostly to threaten Andrew. 
1. Declaration Speech Act 
1) A declaration speech act can be found in 
the line with code (And/24/I/1), which is: 
At day, in a coffee shop, Andrew is talking 
with Nicole. Andrew looks so tense. 
Andrew : I’m just gonna lay it out there. This is 
why I don’t think we should be together. And 
I’ve thought about it a lot. And this is what’s 
going to happen. I’m going to keep pursuing 
what I’m pursuing, and because I’m doing that, 
it’s gonna take up more and more of my time. 
And I’m not gonna be able to spend as much 
time with you. Even when I do, I’m gonna be 
thinking about drumming. About jazz, my 
charts and all that. Because of that you’re 
gonna start to resent me. And you’re gonna tell 
me to ease up on the drumming, spend more 
time with you because you’re not feeling 
important. And I’m not gonna be able to do 
that. I’ll start to resent you for even asking me 
to stop drumming. And we’re just gonna start 
to hate each other. And it’s gonna get very 
ugly. So, for those reasons, I’d rather just, 
you know, break it off clean. Because I want 
to be great. 
Nicole: And you’re not. 
The conversation happened in a coffee 
shop, and happened because in the previous 
scene Andrew realized that he has to focus on 
his drumming if he wants to be able to keep his 
position as a core drummer in the Studio Band. 
He realized how Nicole would become an 
obstacle to his dream and how Nicole would 
hate Andrew because he would only focus on 
drumming if they stayed together. The 
participants of the conversation consist of 
Andrew as the speaker, and Nicole as the 
listener. 
The purpose of “…break it off clean.” 
was to change the status of Nicole from 
previously being Andrew’s girlfriend, to 
become ex-girlfriend. The intonation that 
Andrew used was serious and nervous. It was a 
direct conversation since both participants 
have the conversation face to face. The 
declaration speech act that was uttered by 
Andrew to Nicole happened in a casual 
condition using nonformal language. The sign 
that showed declaration speech act was: 
“…break it off clean.” 
2) A declaration speech act can be found in 
the line with code (Fle/6/I/2), which is: 
Fletcher: Drums, let’s uh, let’s see a little of 
double-time swing. (Connolly plays)  
Fletcher: Behind. Same thing.   
(Andrew plays)  
Fletcher: Bass, five bars of Donna Lee.  
(Bass plays)  
Fletcher: Alright.   
Fletcher: Drums, with me. Thank you, Joe. 
Mr. Kramer nodded and Connolly stands  
Fletcher: No, no, no. Other drums. 
The conversation happened in Nassau Band 
Room, at day, and happened because Fletcher 
was looking for a new member for his band. 
The participants of the conversation consist of 




 The purpose of “Drums, with me.” 
was to change the status of Andrew as Nassau 
Band drummer, to become Studio Band 
drummer. However, there is a 
misunderstanding because instead of Andrew 
that stand, it was Connolly, making Fletcher 
correct himself by saying “No, no, no. Other 
drums.” The intonation that Fletcher used was 
serious and stern. It was a direct conversation 
since both participants have the conversation 
face to face. The declaration speech act that 
was uttered by Fletcher to Andrew happened in 
a casual condition using nonformal language. 
The sign that showed declaration speech act 
was: “Drums, with me.” 
2. Representative Speech Act 
1) A representative speech act can be found 
in the dialogue with code (Fle/11/II/1), 
which is: 
Fletcher (O.S.) : Alright, gang, “Whiplash”.  
(Band plays and then stopped by Fletcher) 
Fletcher: A little under tempo, ok? Neiman -- 
just do your best. Here we go. Five-six-and-- 
(Band plays) 
Fletcher: Seriously, fills! 
Fletcher: We’ve got Buddy Rich here! 
(waving the band to stop)  
Fletcher: A little trouble there. Pick it up at 17. 
Ready? Five-six-and-- 
The conversation happened in Studio 
Band Room. Fletcher uttered this to 
compliment Andrew, saying that Andrew 
played like Buddy Rich. The participants of the 
conversation consist of Fletcher as the speaker, 
and Andrew and the rest of the band as the 
listener. 
 The purpose of “We’ve got Buddy 
Rich here!” was to give Fletcher’s view on 
how Andrew was currently playing, good just 
like Buddy Rich. The intonation that Fletcher 
used was proud and excited. It was a direct 
conversation since both participants have the 
conversation face to face. The representative 
speech act that was uttered by Fletcher to 
Andrew happened in a casual condition using 
nonformal language. The sign that showed 
representative speech act was: “We’ve got 
Buddy Rich here!” 
2) A representative speech act can be found 
in the dialogue with code (And/12/II/2), 
which is: 
Nicole : My parents like to criticize me too. 
When I was growing up my mom said I had a 
really big chin and that’s why guys wouldn’t 
like me. 
Andrew : Really?  
Nicole : Yeah.  
Andrew : You don’t. 
Nicole : Well, she said my dad cursed me with 
one. 
Nicole : It’s like Jay Leno, look. 
Andrew : No, it’s not. 
Nicole : Yeah, it is. 
Andrew : I don’t think so at all. 
Nicole : That’s nice. 
Andrew : Your chin is very nice. Very nice? 
Nicole : *Laughs* 
The conversation happened in a pizzeria, 
at night. Andrew uttered this to compliment 
Nicole, believing that Nicole’s chin is nice, 
unlike what she had said. The participants of 
the conversation consist of Andrew as the 
speaker, and Nicole the listener. 
The purpose of “Your chin is very nice.” 
was to show what Andrew believed Nicole’s 
chin to be. The intonation Andrew used was 
sincere. It was a direct conversation since both 
participants have the conversation face to face. 
The representative speech act that was uttered 
by Andrew to Nicole happened in a casual 
condition using nonformal language. The sign 
that showed representative speech act was: 
“Your chin is very nice.” 
3. Expressive Speech Act 
1) An expressive speech act can be found in 
the dialogue with code (And/1/III/1), 
which is: 
Andrew : Sorry... I’m -- I’m sorry-- 
Fletcher: No, stay. 
The conversation happened in a studio. 
Andrew uttered this to apologize to Fletcher 
because he thought he was doing something 
wrong. The participants of the conversation 
consist of Andrew as the speaker, and Fletcher 
the listener. 
The purpose of “Sorry... I’m -- I’m 
sorry--” was to apologize to Fletcher. The 
intonation Andrew used was a bit low and 
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panicking tone. It was a direct conversation 
since both participants have the conversation 
face to face. The representative speech act that 
was uttered by Andrew to Fletcher happened in 
a casual condition using nonformal language. 
The sign that showed expressive speech act 
was: “Sorry... I’m -- I’m sorry--” 
2) An expressive speech act can be found in 
the dialogue with code (And/7/III/2), 
which is: 
Andrew : Look -- I -- I don’t really 
know how -- I see you in here a lot and I think 
that you’re really pretty, and—would wanna go 
out with me? Ever? 
Nicole  : Please go away. 
Andrew : Oh, my God, I’m so sorry, 
I -- I didn’t mea-- 
Nicole  : I’m just messing with you! 
I’m messing with you. 
The conversation happened in Movie 
Theatre Lobby. Andrew uttered this to 
apologize to Nicole because he thought he was 
making Nicole upset. The participants of the 
conversation consist of Andrew as the speaker, 
and Nicole the listener. 
The purpose of “Oh, my God, I’m so 
sorry, I -- I didn’t mea--” was to apologize to 
Nicole. The intonation Andrew used was a 
surprised and panicking tone. It was a direct 
conversation since both participants have the 
conversation face to face. The representative 
speech act that was uttered by Andrew to 
Nicole happened in a casual condition using 
nonformal language. The sign that showed 
expressive speech act was: “Oh, my God, I’m 
so sorry, I -- I didn’t mea--” 
4. Directive Speech Act 
1) A directive speech act can be found in a 
dialogue with the code (fle/1/IV/1), which 
is: 
Fletcher: What’s your name? 
Andrew : Andrew Neiman, sir. 
The conversation happened in a studio. 
Fletcher noticed a noise in the studio and found 
Andrew. He uttered this to ask Andrew’s name. 
The participants of the conversation consist of 
Fletcher as the speaker, and Andrew as the 
listener. 
The purpose of “What’s your name?” 
was to ask Andrew of his name. The intonation 
Fletcher used was a serious and flat. It was a 
direct conversation since both participants 
have the conversation face to face. The 
directive speech act that was uttered by 
Fletcher to Andrew happened in a casual 
condition using nonformal language. The sign 
that showed directive speech act was: “What’s 
your name?” 
2) A directive speech act can be found in the 
dialogue with code (fle/1/IV/2), which is:  
Fletcher: What year are you? 
Andrew : I’m a first-year, sir. 
The conversation happened in a studio. 
Fletcher noticed a noise in the studio and found 
Andrew. He uttered this to ask Andrew’s 
current year after asking him of his name. The 
participants of the conversation consist of 
Fletcher as the speaker, and Andrew as the 
listener. 
The purpose of “What year are you?” 
was to ask Andrew of his status as a student. 
The intonation Fletcher used was a serious and 
interrogative. It was a direct conversation since 
both participants have the conversation face to 
face. The directive speech act that was uttered 
by Fletcher to Andrew happened in a casual 
condition using nonformal language. The sign 
that showed directive speech act was: “What 
year are you?” 
5. Commissive Speech Act 
1) A commissive speech act can be found in 
the dialogue with code (And/7/V/1), which 
is: 
Nicole : I like pizza. 
Andrew : Yeah, I know this great pizza place. 
Nicole : Cool.  Okay, well, uh, I get off at 
seven on Monday. 
Andrew : Oh, really? 
Nicole : Do you wanna meet me here? 
Andrew : Oh, okay. Yeah. Yeah, I will. 
Nicole : Great. 
The conversation happened in the Movie 
Theater Lobby, at day. He uttered this to 
promise Nicole to pick her up after she finished 
her work. Andrew missed the point of Nicole 
saying that her work end at seven, making 
Nicole state her intention of saying that. The 
participants of the conversation consist of 




The purpose of “Oh, okay. Yeah. Yeah, I 
will.” was to promise Nicole that he would pick 
her up at seven. The intonation Andrew used 
was nervous and flustered. It was a direct 
conversation since both participants have the 
conversation face to face. The directive speech 
act that was uttered by Andrew to Nicole 
happened in a casual condition using 
nonformal language. The sign that showed 
commissive speech act was: “Yeah. Yeah, I 
will.” 
2) A commissive speech act can be found in 
the dialogue with code (fle/9/V/2), which 
is: 
Fletcher: For the record, Metz was not out of 
tune. You were, Ericson. But he didn’t know. 
And that’s bad enough. 
Fletcher: (To the band) Alright, take ten. When 
we get back -- the squeaker’s on. 
The conversation happened in the Studio 
Band Room. He uttered this to let the band 
know that after the break, Andrew will be 
playing. The participants of the conversation 
consist of Fletcher as the speaker, and the band 
members, especially Andrew as the listener. 
The purpose of “When we get back -- the 
squeaker’s on.” was to let everybody, 
especially Andrew know that after the break, 
Andrew would be playing. The intonation 
Fletcher used was calm. It was a direct 
conversation since both participants have the 
conversation face to face. The directive speech 
act that was uttered by Fletcher to the band 
members, especially Andrew happened in a 
casual condition using nonformal language. 
The sign that showed commissive speech act 
was: “When we get back…” 
Discussions 
Based on the research findings conveyed 
by the writer above, there are several types of 
speech act that exist in the dialogue of the 
movie “Whiplash”. This section tried to 
describe each speech act uttered by the main 
characters, Andrew and Fletcher according to 
the speech act theory of Searle (1979). There 
are five types of speech act found and 
described in this research, those are 
Declaration, Representative, Expressive, 
Declarative, and Commissive. 
The writer compares with other 
researchers’ previous findings, and acquired 
the differences with the finding from Listiana 
(2012), where in her research, she identified 
200 illocutionary acts, classifying them into 
directive (82), assertive (55), expressive (36), 
commissive (27), and declarative (0) in the 
movie “The Help”. Meanwhile, Tuyami (2017) 
found that in the novel “The Princess and The 
Pauper”, there are locutionary and 
illocutionary speech acts in the conversation in 
the novel. The writer intends to expand on 
previous findings and to enrich similar research 
database in case of students of English Study 
Program would decide to make a movie 
analysis.  
From the data obtained by carefully and 
watching the movie and reading the transcript, 
the writer found 197 speech acts in total. 
According to Austin (1962), speech act is 
everything which is done at the time of 
conversing or set of discussion verbal owning 
function. Declaration speech act is the kind of 
speech act that when uttered by the speaker that 
has the power, change the position/function of 
the listener. Representative speech act is the 
kind of speech act that is uttered by the speaker 
to represent a fact from the speaker’s 
perspective and can be evaluated with true or 
false. Expressive speech act is uttered to 
express the speaker’s current emotion when 
uttering them. Directive speech act is used to 
make the listener do what the speaker wants 
them to do. Commissive speech is uttered to 
express the speaker’ commitment to future 
action such as promises and threats and 
decisions. In the dialogue, Declaration was 
uttered for 7 times, with Fletcher uttering it the 
most, changing the position of his band 
members. Representative was uttered for 30 
times, with Andrew uttering it the most, 
uttering the speech act to argue with Fletcher 
and Uncle Frank. Expressive was uttered for 27 
times, with Fletcher uttering it the most, 
showing his anger when teaching. Directive 
speech act was uttered for 125 times, with 
Fletcher uttering it the most, ordering and 
commanding the band members. Commissive 
speech act was uttered for 8 times, with 
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Fletcher uttering it the most, using it to threaten 
Andrew. 
Based on the discussion above, there are 
advantages in watching movie in order to study 
English Pragmatics or speech acts. Literature, 
understanding idioms of another language, 
understanding the culture of another country, 
or vocabulary mastery are examples of 
materials that can be exploited from the movie. 
Students of ESP could try to develop 
innovation and creativity in students by 
discussing more about English language. 
Students of ESP could use movie as a 
supporting material for literature subject to 
help them understand about the elements of 
movie and how to implement it in teaching 
learning process. 
CONCLUSIONS AND SUGGESTIONS 
Conclusion 
Based on the analysis done by the writer 
on the dialogue of movie “Whiplash” by 
Damien Chazelle, there are several conclusions 
made. First, the total amount of speech acts 
uttered in “Whiplash” movie dialogue was 197 
which are divided into Declaration, 
Representative, Expressive, Directive, and 
Commissive. The total amount of Declaration 
speech acts found was 7, with the character 
using it the most was Fletcher and function 
mostly changing the position of Andrew in the 
Studio Band. The total amount of 
Representative speech acts found was 30, with 
the character using it the most was Andrew, 
and function mostly to state Andrew’s opinion 
when arguing with Uncle Frank and Fletcher. 
The total amount of Expressive speech acts 
found was 27, with the character using it the 
most was Fletcher, and function to show anger. 
The total amount Directive speech acts found 
was 125. The total amount of Commissive 
speech acts found was 8, with the character 
using it the most was Fletcher, and function to 
give promise, to refuse and to give threat.  
The most uttered speech act in the whole 
movie dialogue was Directive speech act, 
uttered mostly by the character Fletcher, the 
teacher/lecturer/conductor in the movie. This 
speech act was used in order to drive the story 
of “Whiplash” forward, by the speech act being 
used by Fletcher to command Andrew and 
other students to do what Fletcher required of 
them. 
Suggestion 
The result of the analysis of speech acts in 
“Whiplash” movie’s dialogue by Damien 
Chazelle was done and presented in the 
previous chapter and in the conclusion. The 
writer would like to give several suggestions 
based on the process and the data analysis, for 
instance, students and readers could use this 
research to improve their speech acts 
knowledge and their ability to use speech acts 
fluently, and also, students and readers should 
raise their awareness of speech acts in movies 
they view. The readers, especially students 
should follow the persistence of Andrew as the 
main character of the story. Teachers could use 
this research to use “Whiplash” as a teaching 
media in order to teach speech acts. Finally, 
Students of English Education Study program 
could use this research as a reference to their 
research, especially when the research is about 
speech acts analysis or using “Whiplash” as the 
research subject or media. 
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